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SUBJECT: FOREIGN SECY. ROMULO ON GOP FOREIGN POLICY 

1. IN INTERVIEW WITH UPI MARCH 1 1, FOREIGN SECRETARY ROMULO 
CLAIMED GOP RECOGNITION OF PRC AND USSR WOULD "LIFT THE PHILIP- 
PINES OUT OF A COCOON" BUT SAID US REMAINED ON OF PHILIPPINES' 

"BEST FRIENDS". ROMULO NOTED THAT AT ONE TIME GOP HAD CONCEN- 
TRATED ONLY ON US BECAUSE "WE HAD SHUT OUR DOORS TO HALF THE 
WORLD." FONSEC, SAID EXPANDING TIRES WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES AND 
TRADE TIES WITH ASIA DID NOT MEAN GOP WAS NEGLECTING OLD FRIENDS. 

2. ROMULO STRESSED PRESIDENT MARCOS DOING HIS BEST NOT TO SHOW 
PREFERENCE FOR EITHER PEKING OR MOSCOW BY SIMULTANEOUS RECOG- 
NITION OF TWO COUNTRIES" "BECAUSE WE DON'T WANT TO GET INVOLVED 
IN THAT CONFLICT." HE ADMITTED SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORILY, HOW- 
EVER. THAT RECOGNITION OF PEKING WOULD COME FIRST SINCE 

IT IS "NEARER AND IT IS HARD FOR HIM (PRESIDENT MARCOS) TO 
GO AWAY." ROMULO SAID DRAFT TRADE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN MOSCOW 
AND PHILIPPINES BEING WORKED OUT IN NEW YORK AND A TRADE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MANILA 03157 121034Z 

AGREEEMENT WITH PRC BEING ARRANGED IN TOKYO, ALTHOUGH "NO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


DECISIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN YET." 

3. ROMULO DESCRIBED TERMINATION OF LAUREL-LANGELY A GR FERMENT 
A "GOD-SEND" BECAUSE OF HIGH SUGAR PRICES ON WORLD MAR- 
KET. HE SAID FILIPINO TRADE WOULD DEPEND ON COUNTRY'S 
BALANCE OF TRADE. HE SAID TRADE "GOES WHERE THERE ARE THE 
BEST PROFITS." AND SAID GOP DIVERSIFYING. "THAT IS OUR IOB 

IN THE DFA. THAT IS WHAT WE CALL OUR ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY." 

4. COMMENT. ROMULO INTERVIEW DOES NOT BREAK NEW GROUND, 

BUT IT DOES HELP PUT PUBLIC BACK IN "SIMULTANEOUS" PER 
SPECTIVE OF PHILIPPINE MOVES TOWARDS OPENING OF RELATINS 
WITH PRC AND USSR. 
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